How to Check Website
Safety - 2025

1. Check for HTTPS in the URL

A secure website's URL begins with https:// (not just http://). The "S" stands for "Secure" and means
the site is encrypted using SSL/TLS, protecting data transmitted between you and the website.

e Look for a padlock icon in the address bar.
e Avoid sites with a message like "Not Secure" in your browser's address bar.

Note: Though HTTPS is a good starting point, it doesn’t automatically make a website completely
trustworthy; it only ensures data encryption.

2. Verify the Website’s Reputation

Use online tools and services to check the website's credibility. The following tools analyze
websites for safety:

Google Safe Browsing: Visit Google Transparency Report and input the website URL to
check if Google has flagged it as dangerous.

Web of Trust (WOT): Install the WOT browser extension or use the WOT website to see
user reviews and safety ratings.

VirusTotal: Paste the URL into VirusTotal to scan for malware, phishing, or other threats.
Norton Safe Web: Use Norton Safe Web to evaluate the site’s security reputation.

3. Inspect the Website’s Domain

e Double-check the URL: Cybercriminals often create fake websites with URLs that mimic

legitimate sites (e.g., "g00gle.com" instead of "google.com").
4. Look for Contact Information
Legitimate websites usually include accessible and trustworthy contact details, such as:

e A physical address
e A customer support email or phone number
e Links to verified social media accounts


https://transparencyreport.google.com/
https://www.mywot.com/
https://www.virustotal.com/
http://g00gle.com/
http://google.com/
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